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GO Fest Vendors and Exhibitors show the spirit of the Anthem GO Outside Festival by
supporting human-powered outdoor recreation and/or environmental stewardship as

part of their organization’s core purpose.

APPLICATION/APPROVAL PROCESS

Step One: Read through the Vendor/Exhibitor Guide - lots of great info here!
Step Two: Submit your Vendor/Exhibitor Application here
(https://roanokegofest.com/vendor-dashboard/)
Step Three: Wait for Approval - the GO Fest Committee will review your
application and make a decision within 2 weeks. They will reach out if there are
any questions about your application.

Things to Consider When You Apply:

1) Do you plan to offer an activity? 
GO Fest activities are unique, human-powered recreation and/or sustainability-
focused activities that celebrate the outdoor community. They are a major attraction
for GO Fest attendees as they offer ways to engage with the festival, your business,
and the outdoor community as a whole. Past examples include bike demonstrations, ski
machines, rain barrel demonstrations, the art of lapidary, and more!  Creativity
encouraged!

Activities must meet the following requirements:
Be FREE for participants and not directly selling a product
Encourage healthy outdoor recreation and/or environmental stewardship
Be unique and frequently offered during the festival

Note: Activity submissions are required for Explore Park Exhibitors and very much
encouraged for Elmwood Park Exhibitors (more information about GO Fest locations on
the next page.) A discount is available for Elmwood Park exhibitors with approved
activities (more pricing information on page 3). 
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2. Locations

In addition to the Elmwood Park experience, GO Fest 2024 introduced a “Try-It” Day
on Sunday at Roanoke County’s Explore Park. In 2025 the festival will expanded, with
the option to exhibit at Explore Park on Saturday and Sunday. This means you can
decide whether to apply to exhibit at the Elmwood Park Base Camp, Explore Park
Adventure Outpost, or both. 

Which Location is right for you?
Exhibiting at Elmwood Park Basecamp downtown, you will see about 40,000 people. At
Explore Park Adventure Outpost you will see about 3,000.

ELMWOOD is right for you, if:
Your goal is community support, brand awareness, product sales, lead-capture, or
you have more than one goal
You only have staff and resources to facilitate one location

EXPLORE PARK is right for you, if:
Your goal is deeper connections with a smaller group of likely participants in your
sport/activity (think: 50-200 people)
You have an activity suited to the features of the park: campground, open space,
trails
You have the staff and resources to facilitate your activity without additional
resources from GO Fest (we will help you plan, but will not have people or
equipment available at the event)

BOTH ELMWOOD PARK AND EXPLORE PARK is right for you, if:
You have the staff and resources to have a full presence at both locations for the
duration of the festival (i.e. you must maintain your footprint in both locations the
entirety of the festival)
You have an activity suited to the features of Explore park: campground, open
space, trails, etc.

Notes:

Space at Explore Park is limited. All applications will be considered by the GO Fest
Committee for space and compatibility. If you apply for “Explore Park Only” and
your application is not accepted, you will be invited to exhibit at Elmwood Park.
Explore Park exhibitors must provide unique experiences tied to the assets/features
of Explore Park – use of river, trails, campground, or open space.
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ONCE YOU’RE APPROVED

Step One: Complete the Vendor/Exhibitor Information Form
Once your application is approved by the GO Fest committee, you will receive an
email notification with an “Information and Agreement Form” for you to complete

Step Two: Activity Submissions
If you’ve submitted an approved activity, you must register it on the GO Fest website.
The link will be sent with your application approval. In addition, you must provide:

Cover photo for each activity (2000px by 700px)
Thumbnail photo for each activity (600px by 600px)

Step Three: Payment
The GO Fest committee will send a square invoice with all applicable discounts with
your application approval. Please remit payment as soon as possible to secure your
space.
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VENDOR/EXHIBITOR FEES

Base Rate (10’x10’ space): Each increase by $50 on Aug. 31st
Outdoor Exhibitor - $1,300
Non-Outdoor Exhibitor - $4,000
Local, Small Outdoor Business or Non-profit - $650

Discounts:
Approved Vendor Activity - Elmwood Only – ($350) 
Small Business/Non-profit – ($650)
Activity - ($300)
Club – ($200) 
Activity + Club – ($550) 
Both Locations 2026 - 50% off

Add-ons:
Onsite Vehicle* (Elmwood Only) + $250
Electricity*** (Elmwood Only) + $100
Extra 10’x10′ Space** + $200

          *Must provide a photo of your vehicle to the vendor coordinator prior to approval
       **Contact vendor coordinator if you need a space larger than 10' x 20'
     ***Power includes the use of two 20-amp outlets.  You must provide your own 100' or     
          longer 20-amp/110-volt extension cord



IMPORTANT 2026 APPLICATION DATES

August 31st: Activity Submission Deadline for Promotions.
Approved submissions received after August 31st will be on our calendar, but may not
be included in our GO Fest promotional channels (email newsletter, social media
posts and stories, etc.)

October 1st: Application, Activities, & Layout Requirements Deadline
Submissions received after October 1st may not be accepted unless space is
available.
Activities submitted after October 1st may not be approved or added to the Activity
schedule.
Power, space, vehicle requirements, etc. may not be accommodated if made after
October 1st.
If you have any questions about this, please contact the vendor coordinator as soon
as possible. These deadlines help us to ensure the festival is smooth, well-promoted,
and safe for all. Thank you for planning ahead and communicating with us. 

VENDOR/EXHIBITOR DETAILS

As an vendor/exhibitor, please:

Maintain open booths during the following hours:
Friday 5 p.m. - 8 p.m (Elmwood only)
Saturday 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

               * You may wish to stay open outside of these hours, that is your prerogative.
Maintain an on-site representative throughout the event. This will be our “Go-to” person
in the event that we need to be in touch with you.
Keep vehicles off of festival grounds during festival hours and wait to break down until
the end of the festival: 5 p.m. on Sunday. 
Provide your own displays, tents, tent weights, lights, tables and chairs, as well as any
necessary equipment for activities.  
When selling a product, pay applicable local taxes.
Abstain from selling or giving away bottled water or glass containers, and eliminate other
waste wherever possible.
Secure your booth outside of vendor hours. GO Fest is not responsible for damaged or
stolen items and we suggest locking up or removing valuables at night.
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ACCOMMODATIONS - GO FEST WILL PROVIDE:

A detailed informational email before the event to your Main Contact.
Staff on-site to address any needs or issues throughout the festival - available at
the Info Booth.
Space on the website and mobile schedule to promote approved activities - the
vendor coordinator will be in touch to coordinate this (see Activity Deadline
above).
Early Set-up on Thursday prior to the event, as well as set-up on Friday before 4
p.m.
Security for the festival as a whole - you may wish to hire your own security for your
exhibit. 
Light towers throughout the festival grounds, though we recommend battery
operated lights for inside your tents - sunset is usually around 7:30 p.m.

PROMOTIONS

You are welcome to create your own Facebook event for your activity at GO Fest,
please add @RoanokeGOFest as a co-host. 

If you’d like to use our logo for this or any other advertising, please contact
kait@roanokeoutside.com for permission and the correct logo for your needs.
Please do not name your event “GO Fest”, instead use your organization or
activity title and end it with “at GO Fest” --With 150+ activities, this avoids
confusion and prevents your event appearing ‘unofficial”.

The best way to promote yourself at GO Fest is to provide a unique, exciting
activity and to submit it to the festival EARLY. Those that come in before August
31st will be added to our online schedule, as well as social media and email
promotions, and may become talking points when we are promoting GO Fest on TV
and radio.
If you would like logos, photos, or to talk about other ways you can promote your
organization at GO Fest, please contact kait@roanokeoutside.com 

5



GO FEST PRO-TIPS:

Ensure the name you apply with is prominently displayed on your booth, this will
make it easier to find you using our online schedule and other signage. Vendors
and Exhibitors who are easy to spot are more likely to attract wandering
attendees/customers.
Be ready for a crowd- there were approximately 43,000 attendees at GO Fest
2024!  
Make friends with surrounding vendors! This festival is all about making
connections!
Staff your booth to allow members of your organization to participate in activities,
races, and more. We hear a lot about how long the days are for vendors and
exhibitors and we want you all to be getting as much exploration and adventure in
as you can while you’re here.  
Try to minimize waste when putting together “swag” for folks who stop by your
booth. Think of items that would be useful at a festival (hats, water bottles, koozies,
bandanas, sunglasses, etc.) as well as items folks will hold on to (quality > quantity).
Offer contests and unique activations at your booth - even if you’re not offering an
“activity.” This will attract attendees to your booth to help generate leads and
future business - get creative!
Contact the vendor coordinator early with any questions, thoughts, or requests that
may help you have a great experience at GO Fest this year. 

Vendor/Exhibitor Contact: vendors@roanokegofest.com

Whenever you can, GO wander... explore!
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